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Attention: Minister Debbie Schafer

Dear Hon. Schafer,

8 March 2021

WCED handling of home education provisions in BELA Bill

We, the Cape Home Educators (CHE) Association, are an autonomous Home Educating
Association representing our constituents’” home education interests in the Western Cape.

In 2014, the Western Cape Education Department (WCED) published a policy that would
have severely restricted the freedom of home educators through the following provisions:

1. Creating a more restrictive definition of “education at home”.

2. Requiring registration per phase.

3. Requiring registration not later than 30 September of the year preceding the start of

home education.

4. Requiring assessment by a “competent assessor” at the end of every phase.
5. A prohibition on the forming of tutorial groups or clusters with other learners.

When this policy was published for public comment, home educators criticised the policy.
Since the WCED had not consulted home educators , the MEC for Education, Donald Grant,

withdrew the policy within 3 weeks.

After this however, the following concerning developments were observed:



1.

Later in 2014, the Pestalozzi Trust received the following feedback from Adv. Lynn
Coleridge-Zils of the WCED: “Lastly, the Western Cape Provincial School Education
Act, 1997 (Act 12 of 1997), in section 36, provides that the requirements and
conditions for the registration of a learner for education at home shall be as
prescribed. To this end, the Western Cape Education Department has withheld the
determination of a policy or regulations to this effect subject to amendments to be
effected on the South African Schools Act via the Basic Education Laws Amendment
which is currently being formulated by the Department of Basic Education.”

In 2017, the Basic Education Laws Amendment (BELA) Bill and the Policy on Home
Education (PHE) was published public comments. All the above restrictive provisions
of the WCED policy were adopted by BELA Bill, the PHE or both. Some provisions
were adopted verbatim.

When the Pestalozzi Trust enquired on the status of BELA Bill in 2019, it received the
following response from Adv. Rudman of the DBE: “On Thursday and Friday this
week, | am meeting with the home education officials of the Western Cape Education
Department, who have been contributing to the refining of the home education
provisions of the BELA Bill.”

It is concerning to the Cape Home Educators that since the WCED withdrew its policy on
home education in 2014, the WCED did not to engage with home educators to address their
concerns, but assisted the DBE to draft the home education provisions in BELA Bill and the
PHE without consultation.

BELA Bill is in the process of being finalised and will soon be submitted to CEM. S3 and S51
of BELA Bill contain many of the provisions of the 2014 WCED policy, and will serve to
undermine the rights and freedoms of home educators.

With this letter, Cape Home Educators would request that the WCED to consider the
following proposals:

1.

2.

Engage with home educators in the Western Cape so that you can provide input to
the CEM that takes full cognisance of social, economic and constitutional impacts of
BELA Bill on home education.

The Pestalozzi Trust has completed research that it has shared with the DBE and are
willing to share this with the you and the WCED officials. The Pestalozzi Trust also
obtained a legal opinion on a provision of which the constitutionality is questionable.
We submit that it would be reckless to support the BELA Bill in its current form
without taking cognisance of this.



3. We call on you not to support the home education provisions of BELA Bill at CEM,
until you met with home educators in the Western Cape and consulted with them.

4. Home educators have never been included in the formal structures for consultation
in terms of the Western Cape Education act. We also wish to petition you to as a
matter of urgency ensure that home educators are represented on the Education
Council of the Western Cape.

Regards,
Marietjie Ueckermann
Chairman,

Cape Home Educators



